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A Message from the WBCA President - Hank Farnham

So far, we have enjoyed a lovely summer, and everyone I speak with seems to be
busier than ever. Beaching is a top item, followed by house guests, yard work, sports, and
more.
I am happy to report that one of summer’s best events, the West Barnstable Village
Festival, is getting closer - Saturday, August 18th. You may ﬁnd out more about the Festival
in this issue and the attached ﬂyer.
The 28th Annual Classic Car Show portion of the Festival will once again be in the
parking lot at he West Barnstable Railroad Station. There is plenty of room in that lot for
show cars, with limited space for parking in the back reserved for Railroad users. Olde
Village Store patrons can park in front and along the side. General parking is available at
Burke’s Farm across from the West Barnstable Community Building, as well as the 1717
Meetinghouse serviced by shuttle bus.
The Car Show runs from 9:30 AM until 2 PM. If you or a friend have a classic
vehicle, please bring it, we’d love to see it. Dash plaques are awarded to the ﬁrst 100
vehicles, and some interesting raﬄe prizes can be won by Show Car participants, at 1:30
PM. Best of all, the event is FREE! There will be food and shuttle services available along
the Festival route.
The WBCA Board of Directors works hard to preserve the character of our
historic village, and we rely on volunteers to support our activities. We can always use more
helpers - young and old - to make our events special. If you have youngsters at home,
encourage them to pitch in and help out their community. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Leasha Batta at 203-331-5561.
This is my last article in the Cornerstone, as the WBCA Bylaws limit the President
of the Association to three years max. In reﬂecting back, I am a big believer in term limits
and have contributed articles to the Cornerstone for eight years as your Town Councilor, and
now three years as your President. It is time for a change and new blood, and I am honored
for the time I’ve served my wonderful community. I have truly enjoyed being involved in
our fantastic Village, and getting to know so many nice people.
Thank you for the opportunity to help out, and thanks to every member of the
West Barnstable Civic Association Board of Directors; you are a terriﬁc group of
volunteers. I hope to see you all at the Festival on August 18th!

Festival Committee - Leasha Batta
SAVE THE DATE

August 18th from 10 AM - 3 PM
28th Annual West Barnstable Village Festival
Fun for the entire family!
Food and Festivities span from the Train Station all the way up to Meetinghouse
Farm where they will be movin’ and shakin’ with Live Music by Toast & Jam, along with
plenty of “crunchy” food options and the sought after Silent Auction. WB Fire Station
has an Open House, Fire Extinguisher Training and Free Hotdogs for all.
Come join us at the Community Building for Free Face Painting and live music by
“Smoochpaywell” along with plenty of food, activities, a 50/50 Raﬄe, and even a
Magician! Let’s not forget the Dunk Tank for a cool splash. Across the street at the
Library there’s a “HOOPLA” for kids, a bake sale and live Cape Cod Spinners.
Last Stop! WB Railroad Station . . . Toot! Toot! Featuring the new location for
the CLASSIC CAR SHOW, Lil Kid Train Works and the opportunity to relax with a
Narrated Scenic Tour on board the Cape Cod Central Railroad.
WE NEED HELP . . . setting up the morning of the Festival before 10 AM/
Parking Lot Guides throughout the day/clean-up from 3 PM - 5 PM.
***If you’d like to be a part of the planning or Volunteer for certain tasks
please call Leasha Batta at 203-331-5561 or sign-up on our village volunteer
website at www.westbarnstable.org***
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BWB Fourth of July Parade
WBCA Board Members on the 4th of July Parade
Committee are Bob Stolte and Ed Jay. Bob did an
excellent job of organizing the parade. He and his wife,
Shirley helped out at the Hollow, too. Ed Jay was in charge
of running the Hollow activities (Dunk Tank, Bounce
House, Pie Eating Contest, and Field Events). Also
assisting at the Hollow were fellow Board Member Andy
Lee, Ed’s daughter Sarah, her husband Ian, and their
friends Alex Broz, and Justin Hudock from West
Barnstable.
Our parade made the front page of the Wall Street
Journal!
Dear West Barnstable Friends,
It has been my good fortune to live and work in
our beautiful village for over thirty years. Your visits to the
West Barnstable Post Oﬃce have brought laughter and joy
to my life. It has been a privilege sharing life's special
moments and getting to know you and your loved ones. I
just wanted to oﬃcially say Good Bye to my postal family
and thank you for giving me memories that I will always
treasure.
~ Cheryl Moniz

1717 Meetinghouse Foundation - Frederick Clausen
Thanks, Earl and Phil Merritt. Thanks, Gay Black. Because of these three long-term West Barnstable residents the
Foundation is the recipient of valuable pieces of history.
Recently Nancy Vaill Shoemaker was approached by Ellen Merritt, granddaughter of Earl and daughter of Phil, who had in
her possession a large number of plans for the restoration of the Meetinghouse as well as a jar containing hand cut nails removed
during the restoration. Ellen was desirous of a home for these items and wanted to donate them to the Foundation. The
Foundation gratefully accepted. The plans, as well as being historical artifacts, give us a better understanding of the history of the
Meetinghouse and the nails are valuable artifacts of a time long ago.
Then, lightning struck twice. Nancy was approached by Suzanne Kennedy, Gay Black’s daughter. Suzanne had an original
pew deed which she wanted to donate. While we already possess a pew deed this one is special because after the signatures it
appears there are drops of blood. Again the foundation gratefully accepted.
It goes without saying how happy the Foundation is to have acquired these items. Our thanks go out to those who
retained the items and to the donors, Ellen and Suzanne.

Cape Cod Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, West Barnstable Train Station and
Museum - Linda Pegnato
Summer is here! Local news: The
Hyannis-bound CapeFLYER received a
hero’s welcome at Wareham Village station
May 27th when it was greeted by members
of the Wareham Militia. On board were
195 veterans en route to the 14th Annual
Troops in the Spotlight event in Hyannis.
The train ride was free for all active and
military veterans attending. The Cape
Cod Chapter, National Railway Historical
Society has been busy. The train station is
open Saturdays 10 AM to 3 PM and Scenic
Coastal Excursion train tickets are
available for the 11:25 AM departures from
West Barnstable. The train has a one hour
whistle stop at Pairpoint Glass and
passengers may choose to disembark and
have the opportunity to view live master
glass blowing/pressing while touring the facility and showroom at no additional charge. Also, our member Carl Harrison took this photo
June 13th of the J. F. White Contracting Company working on the siding and switch at West Barnstable. www.capecodnrhs.org
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Meetinghouse Farm - Judy Desrochers

Meetinghouse Farm is looking forward to our August 18th
Fundraiser, art at the farm.
Whether watching a Plein Air artist capture the beauty of
the Farm’s gardens or studying a vendor’s naturalistic pieces, you will
ﬁnd inspiration and beauty at this special gathering.
Add music by Toast and Jam, tasty refreshments, a
Children’s Tent, a Litter Sculpture Contest, engaging vendors, and a
big Silent Auction, and you have a recipe for a wonderful day.
The Farm is having a great summer. In addition to our usual
summer activities, we are exploring ways to promote litter
awareness. Our entry of a giant “litter bug” constructed of
discarded nip bottles and plastics won second prize in the
Barnstable/West Barnstable Village Fourth of July Parade. Our big
bug will be on display at art at the farm, along with entries in this
year’s Litter Sculpture Contest.
Our outdoor jazz concert by the Cape Cod Jazz Quintet was
a big success. The weather was perfect and the music and musicians
fabulous! Thanks to everyone who supported this community
musical event.

Work is progressing on our labyrinth design and
our Piet Oudolf Garden. We had some fun help clearing
the labyrinth site when six “girls” from Goat Green Cape
Cod spent a few days munching down our poison ivy.
The ﬂowers and veggies are coming in. Stop at the
Farm stand and discover what’s been harvested for the day.
Hope to see everyone at art at the farm. Until
then, happy gardening!

Whelden Memorial Library - Victoria Allard
Whelden Memorial Library is excited to participate in
the 2018 West Barnstable Village Festival! This year we will have
something for everyone! Look for treasures at our great White
Elephant Sale, and visit an array of vendors featuring lovely
handmade items. We’ll also be serving up great food and
conversation at our WML Concession Stand! For the early
birds, there will be coﬀee and donuts for sale at 9:00 AM.
Inside the library, there will be a bake sale full of
scrumptious goodies, kids crafts in the Children’s Room, and the
Friends of the Whelden Memorial Library (F.O.W.L.) will be
having their Basement Book Sale from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM.

Please join us Saturday, August 18th, at Whelden
Memorial Library, 2401 Meetinghouse Way in lovely West
Barnstable from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM.
On Monday, August 27th, don’t miss a D.I.Y. Essential
Oils workshop. All participants will leave with a ﬁnished project!
Also, Whelden and the Marstons Mills Public Library are once
again co-hosting an End of Summer Lawn Concert! Bring your
own picnic to Whelden’s front lawn on Friday, August 31st, from
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, and enjoy the cool sounds of the Kareem
Sanjaghi Band!
We look forward to seeing everyone!
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Face Painting at the
2017 Village Festival.
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In partnership with the West Barnstable Civic Association
this edition of The Cornerstone is sponsored by:

The WBCA wishes to express sincerest thanks to
Sunderland Printing for their continued support in
producing The Cornerstone.
The WBCA wishes to express sincerest thanks to
Sunderland Printing for their continued support in
producing The Cornerstone.
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