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The Cornerstone
There  is  much  to  learn  and  enjoy  by  actively  engaging  in  town  meetings  and 

activities. Just a few months ago, the August Village Festival was brimming with family and 
friends  having  a  wonderful  time  at  this  quintessential  event.  The  October  General 
Membership Meet the Candidates Night informed us and we thank all four gentleman for their 
time and thoughtful  comments.  Representative Hunt presented a well-deserved Citation 
from the Commonwealth of MA to Hank Farnham. We extend heartfelt congratulations to 

Hank  for  his  years  of  service  and  numerous 
contributions to our community.   

You  won’t  want  to  miss  the  Village  Tree 
Lighting and other special happenings this month. 
We  hope  you’ll  have  some  time  to  read  and 
appreciate the articles in this Cornerstone as they are 
interesting, historical, and heartwarming. 

Our  mission  is  to  represent  the  citizens  of 
West Barnstable in working for the betterment of 
our  community.   We  support  positive  working 
relationships,  promote  communication,  civic 
engagement  and  community  spirit.  We  are 
fortunate to reside in this lovely Cape Cod village 
where kindness prevails. Mark your calendars and 
plan to join us whenever you can. Wishing everyone 

    a happy and healthy holiday!!

Published Periodically by the West Barnstable Civic Association

A Message from the WBCA President  - Nancy Meagher

MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE 
Civic Association General  

Membership Meetings: 

Held at the West Barnstable 
Community Building:  

Social begins at 6:30 PM, 
Meeting at 7:00 PM  

Annual Meetings 
with special guest speakers:  
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

By the time you read this the aerial sally of the carpenters on the tower will be over.  
Their  work,  as  well  as  that  of  the  painters,  will  mean  more  than  three  quarters  of  the 
Meetinghouse has a new coat of paint.  In addition the electrical 
rewiring of the building has been completed as has the installation of 
a state of the art fire detection system.  Also accomplished was the 
relocation  of  the  access  ramp  closer  to  the  parking  and  the 
demolition of the old concrete ramp.  It is a good start.

In  other  news,  archiving  of  the  plans  for  the  restoration 
donated by Ellen Merrit, as reported last, are in the final stages with 
Sturgis Library.  Information gleaned from the old plans has revealed 
the footprint of the original structure as well as the exact location of 
the cistern that provided water for the kitchen of the 1852 structure.  
Somewhat of a surprise was a furnace room beneath the building.  
Both the cistern and furnace room were filled in during the 1950’s 
restoration.

Do not forget to renew your annual membership.  If not a 
member, please consider joining us in preserving this village treasure.    

1717 Meetinghouse Foundation - Fred Clausen

Photo by Nancy Shoemaker 

Kris Clark and Ginny Johnson model WB Village Festival T-shirts. T-shirts available for purchase at Whelden Library. They make great gifts!  Lenny Clark, Mike Batta, Dan 
Wittenmeyer along with Lieutenant Bill Murray, Michele Brunco, Curtis Cottrell, Stephan Imperato, Brendan MacDonald, Jason Stoots, and Kevin Young (WB Fire Department) expertly and 
efficiently raise the tent. THANK YOU, Leasha Batta and Team!! 

WBCA Annual Spaghetti Supper ~ APRIL 6th, 2019 ~ Save the Date!      

Representative Hunt presents Hank Farnham with 
a  Citation  for  Outstanding  Service  to  the 
Community (10/16).
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Happy  Hanukkah  and  Merry  Christmas.  As  we  give 
thanks for our blessings during this holiday season, let us also 
remember the portion of our population who can't find income 
equitable rental housing. This is problematic for many reasons. 
We're  par t icular l y short  on  workforce  and  senior 
housing. We need to increase the housing that is affordable by 
about 6% to supply our demand. Should we be able to do this 
we  will  lower  the  median  age,  make  our  workforce  more 
desirable, increase the number of businesses, and keep families 
in  closer  proximity  to  each  other.  Strong  family  units  have 
always been the  backbone  of  our  town.  Ultimately,  we will 

After over 40 years of dedicated service to The Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod, I’m 
stepping  into  the  next  chapter  of  my  life  and  looking  ahead  to  retirement  in  early 
December. 

It’s been exciting to be part of The Coop’s journey since I started in 1978. When I 
started working as a teller, we only had two branches - Yarmouth Port and East Dennis. 
Three years later, we built the branch you know in West Barnstable. I’ve been in my current 
role as Branch Manager since 2009.

A lot has changed since 1978. We’ve grown from two branches to nine; from less 
than $100 million in assets to over $920 million in assets; from 50 employees to almost 200. 
I’ve helped to usher in new technology such as Online and Mobile Banking, mentored many 
employees and developed long-lasting customer relationships. 

My favorite part about working at The Coop was the opportunity to be involved in 
the community. From toy drives to the West Barnstable Village Festivals, road races and 
food pantry donations, it’s been an honor to work for a true community bank that sees the 
value in giving back and investing in their employees, customers, neighbors, and friends. 

I’m looking forward to traveling with my wife, Jodi, working on new projects around 
the house, and new volunteer opportunities. Until then, please stop by my office. I would 
love to see you and share some stories. I’m confident that I’m leaving you in the best hands 
with the team here at West Barnstable. 

Thanks for the memories!

The Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod - Ted Snook

Town Councilor’s Update - Phil Wallace

As the winter season nears, the trustees, staff, and Friends of the Whelden Memorial Library would like to express our 
sincere thanks to all of our patrons, volunteers, and ardent supporters throughout the year. As you may or may not know, we must 
stay afloat by attempting to raise at least 50% of our operating budget through fundraising events; we could not accomplish this 
without your thoughtful and ongoing generosity. With the utmost gratitude, we thank all of you and wish you a safe and warm 
holiday season, and a happy, healthy 2019!

Please join us for these upcoming events:
Monday, November 26th - Handbag Sale (through December 10th)
Monday, December 3rd - Youth Advisory Board Meeting 5:30 PM
Wednesday, December 5th - Wreath-Making Workshop with Patrice Milley  5:30 PM
Monday, December 10th-3rd - Holiday Card Craft for Adults 4:00 PM
Wednesday, December 12th - Youth Advisory Board Game Night 5:30 PM
Wednesday, December 19th - Family Movie Night 5:45 PM

Don’t forget Storytime every Tuesday morning at 11:00 and Lego Club every Friday morning at 11:00 in the Children’s Room!

The WBCA Scholarship Committee will once again host a fundraiser at The 
Barnstable  Tavern  in  Barnstable  Village  in  March  or  April,  specific  date  to  be 
determined, with live entertainment.  The goal is to raise significant funds from 
the sale of tickets and high bidding on Silent Auction items! 

This will be the 8th year of awarding WBCA Scholarships. Since 2012 we have 
given out 29 scholarships. Applicants are graduating high school seniors and residents 
of West Barnstable. They demonstrate academic achievement and evidence of interest 
in civic affairs, including community service and volunteerism. 
Applications may be accessed from the WBCA website and are due by March 29, 2019. 
The Scholarship checks are awarded at the May 21, 2019 WBCA General Membership 
Meeting. This is a wonderful evening, which brings the community together to support 
the very best of West Barnstable’s young adults.

WBCA Scholarship Committee - Jane Manzelli

generate more growth dollars which will improve the quality 
of life for everyone.

The Town of Barnstable is working in partnership with 
developers  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  resources  we  have. 
Look for changes in zoning and regulations. We will explore 
the possibility of using town assets to create private housing 
opportunities as well. Watch as the Growth and Development 
Department  proactively  engage  influential  stakeholders  on 
this issue. We will constantly promote and develop the overall 
quality and availability of housing in the Town of Barnstable. 

May  God  bless  us  all  as  we  appreciate  our  good 
fortune and celebrate the holiday season. Thank you. 

State  Senator  Jul ian  Cyr,  Grady  Sul l ivan 
(University  of  Massachusetts,  Amherst),  Isabelle 
Woods  (Virginia  Tech),  and  State  Representative 
Randy Hunt.

Whelden Memorial Library - Victoria Allard
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West Barnstable just becomes part of most of us who 
live here. The root of this passion might be the sweeping vistas 
of  the  Great  Marsh,  or  the  history  of  Native  Americans 
establishing summer camps along its northern shore, or the early 
settlers  traveling  to  this  area  in  search  of  arable  land  and 
abundant  shellfishing.  But  today’s  West  Barnstable  residents 
most likely appreciate the open space,  a  feeling of peace,  the 
pride in drinking water pumped from one’s own property, and 
the sense of community that only a small  village can provide. 
West Barnstable is an intoxicating village. 

In  September  we  lost  a  resident  who  made  West 
Barnstable proud. Jim Jenkins. Jim was West Barnstable. He was 
a cranberry grower. He was a good husband and a proud father. 
He loved West Barnstable, its history, and its people past and 
present.

I  got  to  know Jim when  a  dozen  or  so  of  us  “West 
Barnstablites” got together to halt a development of a 60-unit 
mini-mall  at  Proctor’s  Crossing  in  1989.  That’s  where  the 
railroad tracks cross Route 6A. Bridge Creek flows under the 
road,  passing by an osprey nest that usually  hosts a  family of 
osprey giving us all something to look forward to as we drive by. 
This  land that  was  proposed for  development  was  a  meadow 
adjacent to the Col.  James Otis homestead of the 1700s.  The 
Colonel’s son, James Otis, Jr., is credited with starting the spark 
of the American Revolution. He was born here - as was his sister, 
Mercy Otis Warren, who would write a three-volume history of 
the American Revolution. She authored a pamphlet pointing out 
lacks within the Constitution. Her concerns, along with others, 
resulted in the Bill of Rights. Mercy wrote of frolicking on this 
land that was now under siege. It was about to be blacktopped 
over. The West Barnstable-loving residents met at each other’s 
homes and planned a strategy. We researched and wrote text for 
three mailings. To this day, it is one of the projects that we are all 

most proud of.
West  Barnstable  Civic  Association  meetings  usually 

attracted  20  or  30  attendees.  This  meeting  promised  to  be 
bigger; we scheduled it at the First Lutheran Church. More than 
300 people showed up. The star of the night was definitely Jim 
Jenkins. Jim stood up in front of the crowd and, with tears in his 
eyes,  described  what  West  Barnstable  meant  to  him.  West 
Barnstable was his home, had been for generations.  But West 
Barnstable was also a way of thinking, an appreciation of land 
and sky, of neighbors helping neighbors. Jim loved the history of 
West Barnstable and he sincerely, fiercely did not want to see the 
village forever changed with a large expanse of black top and a 
modern mini-mall blighting this precious soil, vista, and home of 
past  West  Barnstable  residents.  When  Jim was  done  talking, 
there was not a dry eye in the house – except for the property 
owner and the developer. Our village of modest means raised an 
equally modest $20,000 that winter of 1989. It was enough to 
hire a hydrologist and prove to the Town that this development’s 
run-off  would flow into the surrounding wetlands. The land is 
now a property protected by the Barnstable Land Trust. Jim was 
our salesman for that cause. He loved West Barnstable.

Another Jim Jenkins moment:  The year  was 2014;  the 
month was  June.  The West  Barnstable  Historical  Society  had 
been working on a village history book for seven years. 2014 was 
the 375th anniversary of the incorporation of the Town. We had 
to  get  this  book printed.  Betty  Nilsson,  Helmi  Viliesis,  Alice 
Ojala, Jeanne Naples and I were feverishly working to get the 
book  published  for  a  big  shin-dig  celebrating  the  125th  
anniversary of the Old Selectmen’s building. We did it but not 
without a few all-nighters and a lot of work and fun. The night 
before the book was going to press, I got a call from the printer 
that the file of the cover photo was of low resolution. I went 
into overdrive. Where had I received this photo? Betty didn’t 
have it. I called Jim Jenkins. Sure, he had the photo; come on 
over.  He  was  sitting  in  his  kitchen  recovering  from a  recent 
procedure.  He  wasn’t  well,  but  I  was  on  a  mission  for  West 
Barnstable  and  he  would  stop  at  nothing  to  make  sure  the 
mission  was  accomplished.  He  scanned  the  images  and  was 
delighted that, even during a difficult time for him, he could save 

the day - again.
Jim’s  pa ss ion  for  h i s 
village, for his occupation 
of  growing  cranberries, 
for  his  family,  especially 
his  beautiful  wife  Susan, 
defined this man. He had 
a  qu ie t  lo ve  and 
appreciation of all around 
him.  Jim  Jenkins  was  a 
man  who  worked  hard, 
played hard, and loved the 
things that mattered.

WB Historical Society - Nancy Viall Shoemaker

Dedication of the land that we all saved from a 60-unit mini-mall. With Jim 
Jim on his bog.

Throughout human history, nature’s restorative power has been 
recognized and celebrated.  As we enter the holiday season, we 
bring  the  beauty  of  nature  indoors,  with  fresh  greens,  the 
beloved holiday tree, colorful fruits and flowers. We resist the 
materialism of the season and intuit the spiritual power of hope, 
peace  and  love.  We know with  profound  certainty  what  the 
really  important  gifts  are  and  resolve  to  value  them  more 
faithfully in the coming year.

I hope during the holiday season you will take time to 

walk at the Farm.  You may see a resident hawk.  Be awed by an 
abundance of holly berries.  Trace the path of a snail on a huge 
stone.  Enjoy the warmth of the greenhouse on a cold winter 
day. Simple gifts, easily found.  Most important, however briefly 
held, you will find the gift of a peaceful place. 

We  also  hope  to  see  everyone  at  the  Village  Tree 
Lighting.   We  ver y  much  appreciate  that  this  year ’s 
contributions at the event will be donated to the Farm to help 
preserve the Farm’s beauty for the community.

Have a wonderful holiday season. 

Meetinghouse Farm - Judy Desrochers

Congratulations to Ryan Colohan who won a WBCA T-shirt in New Member Drawing October 16th !     
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17th
In partnership with the West Barnstable Civic 

Association this edition of  The Cornerstone is 

Civic Association Membership 
 

Visit our website at www.westbarnstable.org and you may see yourself in one of 
the photo albums. Please join the Association by visiting our website. You may 
submit online or print and mail the form. Thank you!

WBCA Membership Calendar Year 2018-2019 
Membership to the Association is open to all voters, residents, and taxpayers of 
West Barnstable, within the boundaries of the West Barnstable Fire District 
and/or the 02668 Postal Code. Non-residents may be non-voting Associate 
members. Dues are $10 renewable at the Annual Meeting each January.  

Board of Directors’ Meetings 
First Tuesdays of the month; 7:00PM at the West Barnstable Community 
Building. Meetings are public and all are encouraged to attend.  

The WBCA wishes to express sincerest thanks to 
Sunderland Printing for their continued support in 

producing The Cornerstone.

Welcome Fall and Winter and hello to all our Cornerstone friends!  We have a 
new webmaster Matthew Gould, so check out our updated Chapter web site: 
www.capecodnrhs.org.  Like us on Facebook, where lots of railroad activity and 
photos are posted.   Rail  Camp is  a  big success and children ages 13-18 are 
eligible if they become a member of the Chapter.  www.nrhs.org for more info.  
Sponsored by Luke’s Love Boundless Playground, on December 8th Santa and 
Mrs.  Claus  will  arrive  by  fire  truck.  Families  can  take  photos,  have  hot 
chocolate and cookies – and to help out A Baby Center in Hyannis,  bring a 
baby donation for them and fill the van!  Happy Holidays and stay safe out 
there.  See you all next May!

National Railway Historical Society - Linda Z. Pegnato

Happy Retirement to Ted Snook! 
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