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A Message from the WBCA President ~ Nancy Meagher
Your active engagement in town meetings and activities is important. There is much to learn
and experience. Just a few months ago, the August Village Festival was brimming with family and
friends having a wonderful time at this quintessential event. WBCA Treasurer, Bob Stolte was the
well-deserved recipient of the West Barnstable Citizen of the Year Award. We were pleased to see so
many of you in attendance at the October 15th General Membership Meet the Candidates’ Night. We
want to thank both Phil Wallace and Kris Clark for their time
and thoughtful comments. Congratulations to Kris on her
election to the Town Council. Thank you to Phil for
representing Precinct 11 for the last six years; we appreciate his
service to West Barnstable. WBCA welcomes Kelly Depin as
our new Library Director at Whelden.
She’s oﬀ to a great start, scheduling
many wonderful events not to be
missed. In addition, Santa will visit
Luke’s Love Playground on the Sunday
after Thanksgiving and the Annual
Village Tree Lighting on the Village
Green will follow. Thanks go to Joanne
Wallace and Shirley Stolte for planning
this each year. Mark your calendars
and plan to join us whenever you can.
Wishing ever yone a happy and
West Barnstable Citizen
WBCA General Membership Meeting
healthy
Holiday
Season!!
of the Year, Bob Stolte
10/15/19

WBCA Scholarship Committee ~ Jane Manzelli
The WBCA Scholarship Committee is establishing a GoFundMe Page for our fundraiser
this year. Details to be shared soon. The goal is to raise significant funds from donations. This will
be the 9th year of awarding WBCA Scholarships. Since 2012 we have given out 33
scholarships. Applicants are graduating high school seniors and residents of West Barnstable.
They demonstrate academic achievement and evidence of interest in civic aﬀairs, including
community service and volunteerism.
Applications may be accessed from the WBCA website and are due by March 29, 2020. The
Scholarships Awards will be presented at the May 19, 2020 WBCA General Membership Meeting. This
is a wonderful evening, which brings the community together to support the very best of West
Barnstable’s young adults.
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MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE
Civic Association General
Membership Meetings:
Held at the West Barnstable
Community Building:
Social begins at 6:30 PM,
Meeting at 7:00 PM
Next General Meeting:
Tuesday, January 21, 2020
Board Meetings:
First Tuesday of each month 7:00
PM
at the West Barnstable
Community Building.
All meetings are public and those
interested are encouraged to attend.

Jane Manzelli, Fran Manzelli, State Representative Randy Hunt, Bryson Bergal, Emma Barrett, Eve Bancroft, and
Joseph Yalmokas with their proud parents.
Why Be a Member of the Civic Association?
Some of the memorable events sponsored by the WBCA are the Flag Day Ceremony, Spaghetti Supper,
Village Clean Up, Coﬀee Hour, 4th of July Parade, CoastSweep, Village Tree Lighting, and the Village
Festival. Our mission is to represent the citizens of West Barnstable in working for the betterment of our
community. We support positive working relationships, promote communication, civic engagement and
community spirit.
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Civic Association
Membership
www.westbarnstable.org
We invite you to join the
Association. Annual dues are $15
Save the Date! WBCA Annual
Spaghetti Supper Saturday,
April 4th, 2020
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1717 Meetinghouse Foundation ~ Georgia Lonkart and Fred Clausen
The 300th Anniversar y Celebration of The 1717
Meetinghouse comes to an end . . .
The two year celebration of the 300th Anniversary of
The 1717 Meetinghouse in West Barnstable is at an end this
month.
It was in November of 1719 that Reverend
Johnathan Russell preached a Thanksgiving service in the
newly completed Meetinghouse, an event that began the long
and storied history of the building.
The project had begun a few years earlier when the
growing communities of what are now West Barnstable,
Marstons Mills, Cotuit, and Osterville made a case for a
Meetinghouse in the West end of Barnstable, closer to their
homes. This was not a unanimous decision by the Barnstable
Parish, but eventually the need prevailed, and late in the year
1717, a committee led by Colonel James Otis secured the four

acre site, one acre for the Meetinghouse, and three acres for
the village green. Clearing the land, sawing the timbers and
constructing the Meetinghouse took two more years.
Reverend Russell, who had been the preacher at
Barnstable and was also married to an Otis, agreed to become
the minister at the new West Parish Meetinghouse.
To this day the 1717 Meetinghouse is a symbol of the
founding of Barnstable and the nation, and has continued to
serve the Congregational Church that has met there since
Reverend Russell preached that first Thanksgiving sermon.
To quote Elizabeth Crocker Jenkins who led the restoration
of the Meetinghouse in the last centur y, The 1717
Meetinghouse “honors the history of the Town of Barnstable
and our nation, and is sacred to the histor y of the
Congregational Church.”

National Railway Historical Society ~ Linda Z. Pegnato
Thank you for a wonderful 2019 season at the train station. Our
New York, New Haven & Hartford 40’ boxcar donated from the Old
Colony and Fall River Museum arrived at West Barnstable September 12,
2019 at the train station. Once we have all renovations and an access
ramp done, it will be moved to it’s permanent location and opened to the
public for all to enjoy. Also, the 118 year old historic train station is in
need of roofing repairs and hopefully, the town will come through with
assistance. Check out our web page at www.capecodnrhs.org, Calendar
Pages and also look for the links for the Membership forms to download.
All ages are welcome and needed! We enjoy being part of this great
community. Have a safe and wonderful year ahead.

West Barnstable Historical Society ~ Nancy Viall Shoemaker
On November 11, Veterans Day, the West Barnstable Historical Society hosted a dinner meeting at the Tavern on the
Green at Olde Barnstable Fairgrounds Golf Course in Marstons Mills to honor those who have served and explore the Cape’s
military history.
Cape Cod military installations date back to 1919 with the Naval Air Station in Chatham. Eel River in Osterville was an
amphibious base in World War II. The National Guard trained on Sandy Neck during World War I. The airfield in Marstons
Mills was home to the 26th Aviation Division in 1941. David Martin recalled seeing a train of 30 box cars of wounded veterans in
1944 on their way to Camp Edwards and home. Men were crammed in the cars with arms in slings, hands in bandages, holding
crutches.
Ten of the 30 diners were veterans and most of the vets got to tell their stories, from training in firefighting to repairing
and maintaining lighthouses and buoys. Ray Ryan, a Vietnam vet, joined the Merchant Marines at age 59, supplying the troops in
Iraq. One of the most eloquent of the speakers was Johnny Johnson. He
described his induction into the USAF. He was a “wide-eyed, pimply faced
20-year-old college kid” from West Barnstable when he took his oath.
“I was sent to Lackland AFB in Texas for Basic Training. My drill sergeant
was not exactly a warm and fuzzy guy. That man had no personality - I think
he ate nails. But he brought us raw recruits (a mix of religion, race, and
ethnicity) together. After six weeks our unit was transformed into squared
away, confident, proud warriors - ready to conquer the world.” Johnny was
stationed in Japan for two years, came home for a few weeks, and then was
sent to Vietnam for a year. He summed it up for every veteran in the room,
“Service men and women don’t enlist to become heroes. They are ordinary
people who do extraordinary things. . . . The oath we took and the training
we went through taught us how to take care of ourselves, how to take care of
Johnny Johnson
our comrades, and how to protect our nation.”
Photo curtesy of Nancy Viall Shoemaker

Town Councilor’s Update ~ Kris Clark
As we celebrate the Christmas season, I send holiday greetings as your new Town Councilor from
Precinct 11. I thank those who voted for me on November 5th. I will serve to the best of my ability. I’ve
been working already, developing a regular newsletter available to those who would like to receive precinct,
village and town news and updates. Sign up for my newsletter at: precinct11clark@gmail.com My website is:
https://www.precinct11clark.com. My Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/KrisClarkPrecinct11/
Please know that I’ll welcome suggestions, ideas and comments from my constituents to help our
town best serve its residents. I’ll look forward to seeing you around the precinct. Best Wishes for a
prosperous, healthy and happy 2020!
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Meetinghouse Farm ~ Judy Desrochers
Is there anything better than a leafy Cape Cod autumn day? Leaves crunching. Yellow, orange and brown tones
everywhere, clear, crisp air - exhilarating and poignant in equal measure. Summer fading. Winter ahead! We’ve had a wonderful
growing season at the Farm and appreciate all the support we received from the community for our events and activities.
For the last few years the Farm has focused on an anti-litter theme in the Barnstable/West Barnstable July 4th Parade. We
have also sponsored an Annual Litter Sculpture Contest during art at the farm to increase Litter Awareness. This year’s contest
winners were Evan and Aria Walsh who were visiting their grandparents on Cape Cod.
As the Town of Barnstable focuses on wastewater management and
water resource protection, we hope the related litter issue will also receive
attention.
The Farm will be holding its annual Pre-Thanksgiving Pie and Bake Sale
on Wednesday November 27th from 8-11 AM at the Community Building. We
always have a bounty of delicious donations so be sure to stop by.
This year, for the first time, the Farm will be holding a sale of holiday
items and decorations. The barn and greenhouse will be open on Saturday
December 7th and Sunday December 8th from 10 AM- 3 PM. Fresh and one-ofa-kind centerpieces will be featured but the season’s inspiration and creativity
are sure to produce an array of varied and beautiful holiday creations.
On Sunday December 22nd at 6 PM, we will be gathering at the Farm
for a Winter Solstice Celebration. This gathering celebrates the beauty of the
winter season and the dependable cycles of nature. It is a quiet opportunity to
reflect on the passing year and set goals for the future.
Evan and Aria Walsh
We hope to see you in the weeks ahead and wish you the happiest
Photo curtesy of Judy Desrochers
of holidays!

Whelden Memorial Library ~ Kelly Depin
Winter is a time for maximum coziness, and what is more cozy than snuggling up with a book, a magazine, a movie, or a
puzzle? I think you’re getting the idea. Whelden is your place to find any of those items listed. If you are inclined to venture out,
we also have some great workshops ahead. Please give us a call at 50-362-2262 to register.
Nov. 20 - Cookie Decorating with Miss Liz 6:00 PM
Nov. 25 - Get Driving with Overdrive and the Libby App with Kelly Depin 2:30 PM
Nov. 25 - Movie Night: Lion King with Miss Liz 5:45 PM
Dec. 2 - Gift Tag Workshops with Mary 3-4 PM and 6-7 PM
Dec. 4 - Wreath-Making Workshop with Patrice Milley 5:30-6:30 PM ($30 charge)
Dec. 11 - Stuﬀed Animal Storytime with Miss Liz 6:30 PM
Dec. 14 - Holiday Family Fun Day ~ Cookies and other Baked Goods, Caramel Popcorn, Christmas Ornaments,
jewelry, discount purses and bags for sale! Crafts, story hour, and movie for children to support Whelden Library
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Dec. 18 - Get Driving with Overdrive and the Libby App with Kelly Depin 2:30 PM
Dec. 27 - Learn to play the Ukulele with Julie 1:00 PM (limited to 24)
If you haven’t already used Overdrive for your ebook and audiobook needs, please make sure to come to one of the Get
Driving workshops on Nov. 25th or Dec. 18th. Using our digital resources is one way that the library never closes - even in bad
weather! There is no need to register, just bring your device and I will help you get started on the ever expanding ebook and
audiobook collection available with your CLAMS card.
For those of you with small children or grandchildren, I want to let you know about a new resource in town called the
Cape Cod Toy Library located in the Lutheran Church at 1663 Main Street (6A). This new organization has family play days on
Friday and Saturdays from 10 am to 2 pm. If you would like to try them out, we have several free visit passes available to interested
parties. We are looking forward to collaborating with them soon!

West Barnstable Roundabout ~ Rusty Gage

A Word from Phil
Greetings and salutations from your town counselor. It
has been the greatest honor for me to serve as your town
counselor these last six years. But as my term is now ending I
look back at what we have accomplished and what it has cost. I
leave oﬃce looking at the overall appearance of our village and
believe it is much better than it was the day I took my seat. The
town has many challenges ahead. However, I know with the
competent administration that sits in Town Hall these
challenges will be overcome and certainly are not
insurmountable. I could not have accomplished all the things
that have been improved in this village without the help of the
villagers themselves. So I want to thank all of you who helped
me along the way to create a better life for all of us. Thank you
from the bottom my heart.
Kindly,
Philip N. Wallace,
Town Councillor, Precinct 11, Town of Barnstable

The poison ivy along the East side of the Mid Cape
Highway Bridge on/oﬀ ramp of the road is horrendous so we
decided to wait until late fall to cut and clean that area. We will
be trimming brush so that there will be more visibility for
drivers to view the traﬃc signs and to have better sight of traﬃc
conditions. There was a car accident (unreported) back in
August where someone drove straight into the rotary Flag area,
hit the granite blocks and careened on top of them for about 12
feet. Somehow, they dislodged themselves and drove oﬀ leaving
pieces of their brake rotor behind. We hope no one was hurt and
we repaired the granite block as best we could.
A BIG thank you to Kris Clark, who stops by to weed
the middle of the flag pole area when she has some spare time,
and to the Barnstable Highway Division for filling in the huge
ruts and puddles in the turn-oﬀs. Drivers, please remember to
slow down when entering the rotary as those cars have the right
of way. PLEASE BE CAREFUL and have a Happy Thanksgiving!

Page 3

The Cornerstone
West Barnstable Civic Association
Post Oﬃce Box 243
West Barnstable, Massachusetts 02668

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
West Barnstable,
MA 02668
Permit 8

VILLAGE RESIDENT
WEST BARNSTABLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02668

The WBCA wishes to express sincerest thanks to
Sunderland Printing for their continued support
in producing The Cornerstone.

In partnership with the West Barnstable Civic Association this
edition of The Cornerstone is sponsored by:
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West Barnstable Fire Department ~ Dave Paananen

West Barnstable Fire Department would like to thank everyone for
their continual support of the Halloween Safety Day. It was another great
success, and a special thank you to the many organizations that participated.
Two of our annual events are soon to be upon us: the pancake breakfast with
Santa on Sunday, December 1st and our Christmas tree sales at the old fire
station on Main Street; sales will start Monday, December 2nd. A simple
reminder the West Barnstable Fire Department is an oﬃcial drop oﬀ for Toys
for Tots. Unwrapped, new toys can be dropped oﬀ at any time.
As the seasons cooler temperatures start to become more persistent,
we recommend having your chimneys cleaned and inspected. Each year we
usually respond to a chimney fire. This need for service can typically be
eliminated through simple preventative steps such as identifying ineﬃcient
burn technics, cleaning, and inspection. Inspection of the chimney will help
identify integrity problems that can also lead to the spread of fire as well as
carbon monoxide.
The following National Fire Protection Association link has a
number of safety reminders during the holidays. http://www.nfpa.org/
thanksgiving
The fire department members and families would like to wish
everyone a safe and happy Thanksgiving.
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