
Volume 21, Issue 1                                                                       Spring Edition                                                                               May 2022

Page 1

     West Barnstable is proud of its past residents, James Otis, 
Jr.  and  his  sister  Mercy  Otis  Warren,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Commonwealth Lemuel  Shaw, educator Lucretia  Crocker,  to 
name  a  few.  But  have  you  heard  of  former  Maple  Street        
residents Harriet Alleman and Frances Blake? They co-founded 
the  magazine  Cape  Cod  Compass  in  1946.  Alleman  had  to 
travel down to Washington, D. C. to acquire the license for the 
publication!  The  magazine  presented  articles  on  Cape  Cod  
history, the arts community and the beautiful natural resources 
of Cape Cod for over 40 years.
     Blake also wrote for the Cape Cod Standard Times and was 
the author of a Cape guide book. Alleman was already working 
in  mass  communications  -  she  co-founded  the  local  radio     
station WOCB in 1940!

    Our “Small but Mighty'' little library has been 
open to the public for quite some time now. The 
hours  have  slightly  changed;  we’ve  added  an 
hour  on  Saturdays.  To  keep  updated  on  the    
library  hours  and  holiday  closures,  visit  our  
website, wheldenlibrary.org. There you can find 
our event listings, newsletters, and more. 
    Speaking of events, our weekly storytimes are 
back  in  action.  For  the  warmer  months,  Ms. 
Lizzy will be on the library lawn with her ukulele 
at  11AM  every Thursday.  If  the weather’s  bad, 
we  will  move  indoors.  We’re  also  looking 
forward to the Annual  Summer Reading Kick-
off. This year’s theme is Oceans of Possibilities. 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to keep 
up  to  date  with  everything  happening  at  the 
library this summer. We hope to see your smiling 
faces at our many outdoor events!
     For the health and safety of our staff  and   

patrons, we require the use of masks while in the building that cover your mouth and nose. 
Patrons who are unable to, or choose not to wear a mask, have the option of taking advantage 
of our curbside services: Call us at 508-362-2262 to speak to a staff member and make your 
request. 

     “You should go to our next meeting, they're really informative," Jon Britton said above 
the clinking of glasses and lively conversation at Amari's Restaurant. Jon is on the board of 
the West Barnstable Civic Association and is always on the lookout for new members. I took 
the bait and four days later showed up to a meeting. WBCA meetings are held at 7PM on 
the first Tuesday of each month at the West Barnstable Community Building. I will never 
forget  walking  into  the  meeting  room for  the  first  time.  Kris  Clark,  our  current  Town  
Councilor, apparently sensed that I was feeling out of place and motioned for me to take the 
seat next to her. True to what Jon said, the meeting was interesting. But what impressed me 
most was the sense of dedication the volunteers had for preserving the uniqueness of our 
village and their desire to give back to our community. They keep abreast with Town Hall 
and other projects within WB and make sure that we are properly represented. They work 
tirelessly raising money year-round for scholarships to be awarded each spring to deserving 
WB high school seniors. Well, here I am now, four years later, honored and humbled to be 
selected as President of the WBCA. It's so rewarding feeling that you are doing something 
that makes a difference in your own hometown. Even more rewarding though, are the new 
friends I have made both on the board and in the local community.  We are always looking 
for fresh ideas and new volunteers. So hey, maybe “You should go to our next meeting."			
Best Regards,
Andy 
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MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE
Civic Association General Mem-

bership Meetings: 
Held at the West Barnstable 

Community Building: 
Social begins at 6:30 PM, 

Meeting at 7 PM
January, May, October 

Next General Meeting:  
Tuesday, October 18, 2022

Board Meetings: 
First Tuesday of each month 7:00 PM at the 

West Barnstable Community Building. 
All meetings are public and those interested 

are encouraged to attend.

Civic Association  
Membership 

www.westbarnstable.org    
We invite you to join 

the Association.       
Annual dues:  

Individual $15    Family $25
West Barnstable Historical Society ~ Nancy Viall Shoemaker

A Message from the WBCA President ~ Andy Lee 

Whelden Memorial Library ~ Andrea Figaratto, Director 

Save the Date!!
West Barnstable  
Village Festival 

Saturday, August 20th 
Rain Date - August 21st

10 AM - 3 PM 
From 1717 Meetinghouse to the 

WB Fire Station, Meetinghouse 
Farm, the WB Community Building, 

Lombard Field, Whelden Library, 
and the Train Station!
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     The  1717  Meetinghouse  is  not  just  for 
church members. It is also open to members 
of the community who would like to use it for 
weddings, funerals, and other occasions. The 
pastors,  Reverend  Reed  Baer  and  Reverend 
Christine  Burns,  are  available  to  help  you 
plan a service that meets your needs. You can 
get more information at the church website, 
www.westparish.org,  or  call  the  church  at 
508.362.4445

Upcoming Events at the 1717 Meetinghouse:
June 3rd, 7 PM -
Janet Milkman - Barnstable Land Trust & Cape Cod Pathways 
July 3rd, 7 PM -
Hyannis Sound Concert
July 22nd, 7 PM -
An evening with Dan Felix, local musician
August 19th, 7 PM -
Author Michael Tougias talks about "King Philip's War"
October 21st, 7 PM -
Author Anthony Sammarco talks about “Cranberries: New England’s Harvest” 
November 11th, 7 PM -
Greg Williams & Jacqueline Schwab present "Battle Lines”
Have a great summer - we’d love to see members of our community in the 1717 
Meetinghouse for a self-guided tour, or at one of our events. 

1717 Meetinghouse Foundation ~ Steve Musselman, Trustee
Just a gentle reminder that your own historic 1717 Meetinghouse is once again open for self-guided tours 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM daily 
from Memorial Day through Columbus Day.

West Parish of Barnstable,  
United Church of Christ  
 Reed Baer, Pastor

2022 WBCA Educational Scholarship Winners

Thanks to so many generous donations, we were able to award four $2,000 scholarships to each of these amazing students who 
reside in West Barnstable. WBCA Scholarship Chair Sue Leary presented their checks Tuesday, May 17th at the WBCA  General 
Membership Meeting. MA Representative Steve Xiarhos presented citations to the students from the State House, and the    
students received lovely flower bouquets complements of Judy Desrochers and Meetinghouse Farm. Kris Clark Precinct 11 Town 
Councilor provided brief report. Town Manager Mark Ells was the featured speaker.

Scan the QR Code to 
visit the  

GoFundMe Page

This is such a busy time at the Farm! Our spring plant sale 
was a great success and the Love Our Labyrinth Fundraiser 
introduced new faces to this fun project!  We are planning 
a June dedication event and look forward to a summer of 
progress on the labyrinth landscaping.
Keep an eye on the community sign for news of a variety of 
Farm  events!   We  need  June  volunteers  for  the  dump      
recycling project so check in at the Farm if you have an hour 
or so to help. Happy Gardening!

Meetinghouse Farm ~ Judy Desrochers
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      We have a robust West Barnstable 
Civic  Association  and  I  appreciate 
the volunteer work that many   invest 
to make our community a better one.
       As the Town works through its 
budget season, please know that I am 
aware of West Barnstable needs and 
concerns  and  work  with  the  Civic 
Association  and  the  Town Manager 
to address them.
     Currently, on our front burner is 

the  Town’s  interest  in  drawing  water  from  sites  in  West      
Barnstable for delivery to the Town’s Water Supply Division.  
This  will  be  a  long  process  to  investigate  and  negotiate          
effectively.   The West  Barnstable  Water  Commissioners  will 
be  meeting  more  frequently  to  address  these  concerns.   To 

participate,  please  know  that  the  West  Barnstable  Water 
Commissioners plan to meet on 6/6, 8/1, 10/3 and 12/5 at the 
West  Barnstable  Community  Building  at  7  pm.  We hope  to  
understand more the implications of this effort. The public are     
invited to  attend.
     I  look  forward  to  our  annual  West  Barnstable  Village       
Festival August 20th (Rain date, August 21st)  this year! Please 
know that I gladly serve as Town Councilor for Precinct 11 and 
welcome your input.  I  send out a periodic e-newsletter with 
local and town information that I find worthy to share.  You 
may sign up for it on my website: www.precinct11clark.com I 
may also be reached by email: precinct11clark@gmail.com or by 
phone: 508-428-8754
     I am proud to serve as your town councilor and genuinely 
appreciate those who make our community a better place.

Town Council Update ~ Kris Clark

The Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod  ~ Social Engineering and Cyberattacks 
By Paul Forni, Cape & Plymouth Business Media 
Most  people  think  cyber-attackers  use  elaborate  techniques 
and cutting edge technology to "hack" (or trick) people into 
divulging  their  sensitive  data  or  downloading  the  attack's    
malicious software (malware) onto their devices. Truth be told, 
most  cyber-attackers  have  learned  that  the  easiest  ways  to 
steal  your  information,  hack  your  accounts,  or  infect  your   
systems is by simply tricking you into doing it for them using a 
technique called social engineering.
What is Social Engineering?
Social  engineering  is  the  psychological  manipulation  of  a     
victim to get them to do something they shouldn't. Think of 
scammers as con artists; it is the same idea; however, today's 
technology makes it much easier for any attacker, that could 
be anywhere in the world, pretend to be anything or anyone 
they want.
Different Social Engineering Methods
Today's cybercriminal has a number of tools at their disposal, 
and they may vary their attacks based on what they think will 
work best. The three different methods are Phishing, Pre-text 
Phone Calling, and Physical Breach Attempts. 
Phishing  is  when  a  cybercriminal  uses  an  email  to  trick 
someone into opening an infected email attachment, clicking 
on a malicious link, or giving up sensitive information. Spear 
Phishing  emails  can  be  highly  customized  and  targeted        
attacks. This is when the attacker has done research on you 
(or  the  organization  you  work  for)  and  has  included             
information  within  the  email  to  add  to  their  credibility.     
Lastly, attackers may impersonate a high level employee within 
your  company, called Masquerading or CEO Fraud.
Learning to Spot Phishing Emails does not have to be 
difficult, there a number of warning signs you should look for:

• Grammatical  Errors  and/or 
Misspelling in emails;

• Questionable  "From"  email 
address, you do not  recognize 
the sender;

• Questionable links embedded 
in the email; 

• Content  p l ays  on  ba se      
emotions; 

• Content  plays  on  natural   
curiosity; 

• Questionable Subject lines in email; 
• Body  of  email  is  not  directly  addressed  to  you,  i.e. 

"Dear Customer";
• Threat to discontinue or interrupt services; 
• Promises of awards or prizes. 

Pretext Phone Calling or Vishing is when a  cybercriminal 
contacts you via telephone while impersonating someone else, 
like a government agency, an online retailer, or even a family 
member. 
You receive a phone call from someone claiming to be from 
the IRS informing you that your taxes are overdue and if you 
do not pay right away, you will be fined or arrested. Callers use 
a  sense  of  urgency,  threats,  or  promises  of  awards/prizes  to  
either get money or personal information from you.
Both  Phishing  and  Pretext  Phone  Calling  attacks  are  not    
limited to phone calls or email; they can happen in any form 
including  text  message,  social  media,  or  even  in  person.  A 
good rule of thumb is to never divulge account numbers or 
personal information unless you are the person that initiated 
the phone call.

(Continued on Page 4)

Ed Jay, Priscilla Laliberty, and Kevin Sylver, at the  West 
Barnstable  Community Picnic.

Jo Anne Wallace and Bob Stolte selling  raffle tickets at the  West Barnstable  
Community Picnic.
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(Continued from Page 3)
Physical  Breach  Attacks are  when  the  cybercriminal  
physically attempts to gain access to sensitive documents, your 
computer,  or  computer  networking.  An  example  is  if  a      
technical or utility worker arrived unannounced and tells you 
that they are there to investigate or fix a problem with a utility 
or service you may subscribe to. Dumpster Diving is when a 
criminal goes through trash looking for discarded documents 
that  may  contain  sensitive  information.  It  is  important  to 
shred documents like credit card statements, bank statements, 
or anything else that contains sensitive information.

In closing, take it upon yourself to get educated on Social 
Engineering  and  stay  informed  on  what  the  most  recent 
events/themes  criminals  are  using  to  trick  people.  If  you     
suspect  someone  is  trying  to  trick  or  fool  you,  do  not      
communicate with the person and block them from calling or 
emailing  you. Remember,  common  sense  is  your  best 
defense.
Paul  Forni  is  a  Vice  President,  Information Security  and Red Flag 
Officer, with The Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod. Learn more at  my-
capecodbank.com and 508.568.3400. Member FDIC. Member DIF.

Diane Ross and Ginny Johnson enjoy Livn’ Las Vegas singing in 
the background at the  West Barnstable  Community Picnic.

Layla O’Connor and Jackson Friel doing their share at the WB Village 
Earth Day Clean Up. THANKS to Tony Lovell for organizing this.
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